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Virginia Board of Health Background 

 
Virginia Board of Health Priorities 
 
The Virginia Board of Health has made chronic disease prevention and control its top priority. Chronic 
diseases such as cancer, cardiovascular disease and diabetes are leading causes of death and disability in 
Virginia. These diseases threaten the quality of life and life expectancy of many Virginians. Poor diet, 
physical inactivity, obesity and tobacco use represent preventable risk factors for the development of 
many chronic diseases. These diseases are very expensive to treat, making prevention and control all the 
more important, particularly at a time when so many Virginians continue to experience difficulties with 
access to care. 
 
VDH Overview 
 
The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) is dedicated to protecting and promoting the health of 
Virginians. Our vision is for healthy people in healthy communities throughout the Commonwealth. All 
7.4 million Virginians benefit, directly or indirectly, from the public health services provided by VDH.  
 
VDH is made up of a central office in Richmond and 35 local health districts. These health districts 
oversee the operation of 119 local health departments, one for each city and county in 
Virginia. These entities work together to promote healthy lifestyle choices that help combat chronic 
disease, educate the public about emergency preparedness and threats to their health, and track disease 
outbreaks in Virginia, among many other responsibilities. 
 
VDH is led by the State Health Commissioner, who serves as the principal advisor to the Governor, 
Secretary of Health and Human Resources and the General Assembly on a wide range of public health 
issues. The 13-member State Board of Health is appointed by the Governor to provide leadership in 
planning and policy development for the Commonwealth. The Board works with VDH to implement a 
coordinated, prevention-oriented program that promotes and protects the health of all Virginians. In 
addition, the Board serves as the primary advocate and representative of the citizens of the 
Commonwealth in achieving optimal health. 
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State Board of Health Members 

 
 Name / Address Affiliation / Telephone Term Expires 

Jack O. Lanier, Dr. P.H.* 
Chairman  
1801 Hanover Avenue 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 

Consumer  
(804) 828-3258  
FAX: (804) 225-4096 
Email: jolanier@vcu.edu 

30-June-2009 

Craig A. Reed, DVM 
9540 Ramey Rd. 
Marshall , Virginia 20115 

Virginia Veterinary Medical 
Association 
(540) 364-7408  
FAX: (540) 364-2992 
email: craig.a.reed@usda.gov 

30-June-2007 

Bennie Marshall, RN, Ed.D  
1425 Cole Drive, Chesapeake, VA 23320 

Virginia Nurses' Association 
(757) 543-3857 
Email: BMarshall@aol.com 

30-June-2009 

W. Scott Burnette 
512 Binford Street 
South Hill, Virginia 23970 

Hospital Industry  
(434) 774-2499 
FAX: (434) 774-2401  
Email: sburnette@cmh-sh.org  

30-June-2008 

Ed D. Spearbeck 
6012 North 2nd Street 
Arlington , Virginia 22203 

Virginia Pharmacists Association 
(703) 524-2673 30-June-2008 

Bhushan Pandya, M.D. 
134 Newbury Way 
Danville, Virginia 24541 

Medical Society of Virginia 
(434) 791-1152  
Email: bhpmd56@adelphia.net 

30-June-2008 

Katherine "Kandy" Elliott 
1110 Oakwood Drive, S.W. 
Roanoke, Virginia 24015 

Nursing Home Industry 
(540) 777-2399(W) 
Fax: (540) 265-2254 
Email: kelliott24@aol.com 

30-June-2009 

James H. Edmondson, Jr. 
7804 Ariel Way 
McLean , Virginia 22102 

Consumer 
(703) 624-1529  
Email: jedmondson@unidevllc.com 

30-June-2009 

Julie L. Beales, MD 
3025 NorthLake Drive 
Richmond, Virginia 23233  

Medical Society of Virginia 
(804) 675-5000 Ext. 5084 
Email: julie.beales@med.va.gov 

30-June-2007 
 

Frederick J. Hannett 
4949 Rock Spring Road 
Arlington, Virginia 22207 

Corporate Purchaser of Health 
Care 
(202) 756-4377 
Email: hannett@capalliance.com 

30-June-2006 


